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1
MULTILEVEL INVERTER

Pursuant to 35 U.S.C. §119(a), this application claims the
benefit of earlier filing date and right of priority to Korean
Patent Application No. 10-2013-0077689, filed on Jul. 3,
2013, the contents of which are hereby incorporated by ref-
erence herein in its entirety.

BACKGROUND OF THE DISCLOSURE

1. Field

The teachings in accordance with the exemplary embodi-
ments of this present disclosure generally relate to an inverter,
and more particularly to a multilevel medium voltage inverter.

2. Background

In general, a multilevel medium voltage inverter is an
inverter having an input power whose rms (root mean square)
value is over 600V for a line-to-line voltage, and has several
stages in output phase voltage. The multilevel medium volt-
age inverter is generally used to drive an industrial load of
large inertia ranging from several kW to several MW capaci-
ties of, for a non-limiting example, fans, pumps, compressors,
tractions, hoists and conveyors.

One form of multilevel inverter is a Cascaded H-Bridge
(CHB) inverter architecture, which employs multiple series-
connected H-Bridge inverters for driving each motor winding
phase, or a cascaded NCP (Neutral Point Clamped) inverter
transformed from the CHB inverter. The recently used NCP
inverter is advantageous over a conventional series-connected
CHB inverter due to smaller size. The multilevel inverter
widely used in various fields requires a higher efficiency and
a topology of smaller number of elements.

The Cascaded H-Bridge (CHB) inverter is the most com-
mon medium voltage inverter, where low voltage single phase
inverters are combined to output a high voltage, and entire
configuration includes an input end multi-winding trans-
former, unit power cells and a controller. The CHB inverter is
used as a medium voltage by combining unit power cells
including several low voltage single phase inverters, where
unit power cells are serially connected for each phase, an
output of each unit power cell is controlled to output a high
voltage 3-phase voltage and power. An input power of each
unit power cell of the CHB inverter must be mutually insu-
lated, but an efficient mutual insulation of the input powers is
not easy.

SUMMARY OF THE DISCLOSURE

The present disclosure is to provide a cascaded H-bridge
inverter configured to efficiently insulate an input power of
each unit power cell.

In one general aspect of the present disclosure, there is
provided a multilevel inverter, the multilevel inverter com-
prising:

a phase shift transformer configured to output a voltage of
predetermined phase by receiving an AC input power having
a fixed frequency; and

a plurality of unit power cells serially-connected configured
to output a voltage having a predetermined phase by receiving
a voltage provided by the phase shift transformer;

wherein the phase shift transformer is configured to include
the number of phase shifts corresponding to the number of the
plurality of unit power cells.

Preferably, but not necessarily, the unit power cell may be
configured such that three unit power cells for each phase are
serially connected for 3-phase output, the phase shift trans-
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2

former including nine phase shifts, and each phase value
being of a difference of 60°/9.

Preferably, but not necessarily, each ofthe phase value may
be -27°, -20°, -13°, =7°, 0°, 7°, 13°, 20° and 27°.

Preferably, but not necessarily, an output voltage of the unit
power cell may be configured to provide one of 3,000V,
3,300V and 4,150V.

Preferably, but not necessarily, the unit power cell may be
arranged in the form of a cascaded H-bridge medium voltage
multilevel inverter.

Advantageous Effects of the Disclosure

The multi-level inverter system according to the present
disclosure thus described has an advantageous effect in that a
phase shift degree of a multi-winding transformer is changed
from the number of entire unit power cells to the number of
unit power cells for each phase to allow being applied to
3,000V, 3,300V and 4,150V cascaded H-bridge medium volt-
age multilevel inverters, whereby a conventional 3~4% input
current THD (Total Harmonic Distortion) character can be
reduced to a 1~2% input current THD character.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating an inverter system
according to the present disclosure.

FIG. 2 is a schematic view illustrating a board embodying
the inverter system of FIG. 1.

FIG. 3 is a circuit diagram illustrating unit power cells of
the inverter system of FIG. 1.

FIG. 4 is a schematic view illustrating a transformer of
FIG. 1.

FIG. 5 is a schematic view illustrating a 3-phase 3-serial
multi-winding transformer of a medium voltage inverter
according to an exemplary embodiment of the present disclo-
sure.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
DISCLOSURE

The following embodiments described herein are intended
to explain modes known of practicing the disclosure and to
easily enable others skilled in the art to utilize the disclosure
using the accompanied drawings. Now, the present invention
will be described in detail with reference to the accompanying
drawings.

The CHB inverter is used as a medium voltage by combin-
ing unit power cells including several low voltage single
phase inverters, where unit power cells are serially connected
for each phase, an output of each unit power cell is controlled
to output a high voltage 3-phase voltage and power. An input
power of each unit power cell of the CHB inverter must be
mutually insulated, and each transformer winding must be
used. The present disclosure can reduce the THD (Total Har-
monic Distortion) of an input terminal current by applying a
phase shift type to the transformer winding. The THD relates
to how many frequency components except the fundamental
wave are included in an output current component.

The present disclosure proposes a technology to reduce a
conventional 3~4% input current THD character to a 1~2%
input current THD character when a multi-winding trans-
former of less than 3-serial per phase in a cascaded H-bridge
inverter is used.

FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating an inverter system
according to the present disclosure, and FIG. 2 is a schematic
view illustrating a board embodying the inverter system of
FIG. 1.
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Referring to FIG. 1, an H-bridge multilevel inverter
includes a phase transformer (10), unit power cells (20), and
a master controller (30) configured to exchange information
with the unit power cells. The phase transformer (10) serves
to supply a voltage of necessary phase to a DC link unit of
independently separated unit power cell.

The unit power cells (U1/U2/U3/U4/U5/U6) forming each
row is configured to output a signal of one phase, and are
serially connected. Furthermore, a controller (not shown)
included in each unit power cell exchanges data with the
master controller (30) via an optical cable.

FIG. 2 is a system configuration of a multilevel inverter,
where a controller of the system largely includes a master
controller, and respective unit power cell controllers. The
master controller and the unit power cell controllers exchange
signals via optical communication.

The master controller (30) performs main acceleration/
deceleration control including instantaneous interruption, re-
start, speed search, emergent stop, auto energy save, self
diagnosis function, S/, auto tuning, frequency limit, and
stall prevention. An operation basic format for unit power cell
including output voltage command, a synchronous signal is
transmitted from the master controller (30) to a unit power
cell controller via optical communication, and alternatively,
information including an over-voltage, an under-voltage, an
arm short-circuit, a ground, a fuse open, a heat sink overheat,
an abnormal H/W, open phase of output in unit power cell,
and input open phase is transmitted from the unit power cell
controller to the master controller (30).

FIG. 3 is a circuit diagram of unit power cells of the mul-
tilevel inverter system of FIG. 1, and FIG. 4 is a schematic
view illustrating a transformer of FIG. 1.

Referring to FIGS. 1 to 4, the master controller receives
voltage from each unit power cell, and in turn provides volt-
age reference information to the unit power cell. Each unit
power cell generates an output voltage by receiving a DC-
Link voltage, and applies the output voltage to a motor which
is a load. Frequency of voltage outputted by the unit power
cell is changed to be used for controlling torque and speed of
the motor.

The input current THD of the cascaded H-bridge medium
voltage inverter is influenced by the number of unit power
cells in each layer, and in case of 6-serial multi-winding
transformer having a 36-pulse rectifying characteristic, the
input current THD has a 1~2% THD and can be stably used.
However, the 3-serial multi-winding transformer shows a
18-pulse rectifying characteristic with a 4~5% THD, and is
difficult to be used in a power generator that requires a high
input current THD requirement base. A multi-winding trans-
former used in the conventional cascaded H-bridge medium
voltage inverter has the number of phase shifts corresponding
to that of unit power cells for each phase.

The present disclosure proposes a multi-winding trans-
former that has the number of phase shifts corresponding to
the number of entire unit power cells. For example, although
the number of phase shifts for the 3-serial multi-winding
transformer is three whose phase values are 60°/3 of -20°,0°,
20°, the present disclosure has the number of phase shifts of
9 whose phase values are, in order to show mutually diftferent
60°/9 difference, respectively -27°, —20°, —=13°, -7°, 0°, 7°,
13°, 20°, 27° whereby a rectifying characteristic of a total of
54 pulses is shown to resultantly allow a THD characteristic
of an input current have a 1~2% value.

FIG. 5 is a schematic view illustrating a 3-phase 3-serial
multi-winding transformer of a medium voltage inverter
according to an exemplary embodiment of the present disclo-
sure.
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The degree of phase shifts owned by the multi-winding
transformer of a cascaded H-bridge medium voltage inverter
is determined by the number of unit power cells for each
phase. The degree of phase shifts is determined by division of
angles of —30°~+30° phase-shiftable by the transformer by
the number of unit power cells for each phase, and phases of
3-serial multi-winding transformer are —20°, 0°, 20°, which is
60°/3, and when applied to the cascaded H-bridge medium
voltage inverter, shows the same characteristic as that of a
rectifier having a 18-pulse rectifying characteristic. The
3-phase 6-serial has a phase shift of -20°, -10°, 0°, 10°, 20°,
30° to exhibit a 36-pulse rectifying characteristic. The con-
ventional multi-winding transformer has the number of phase
shifts corresponding to that of unit power cells for each phase.

The multi-winding transformer in the cascaded H-bridge
medium voltage inverter according to the exemplary embodi-
ment of the present disclosure has a shape of a multi-winding
transformer to have the number of phase shifts corresponding
to that of entire unit power cell. Although the number of phase
shifts in the 3-serial multi-winding transformer is three,
which are —20°, 0°, 20° of 60°/3, the present disclosure has 9
phase shifts, and phase values are -27°, -20°, -13°, -7°, 0°,
7°,13°,20°, 27° in order to have a mutual difference of 60°/9,
whereby a rectifying characteristic of total of 54 pulses is
shown and the THD characteristic of input current is a 1~2%
value.

The cascaded H-bridge medium voltage inverter rectifies
the high voltage in each unit power cell for storage in DC
voltage, and operates to convert the DC voltage to AC output
through IGBT circuit of each unit power cell, where an input
current has a pulse shape due to influence by a rectifying
circuit.

The rectifying operation uses an AC voltage phase-shifted
by the input end transformer such that the number of pulses
for input current of each phase is 3 (constant)*2 (full-wave
rectification circuit characteristic), which is the number of
pulses at the time of 3-phase rectification at one unit power
cell, and there will be a total of 18 pulses if the number of
phase shifts is three. Although the number of pulses in input
current is 18 if all 3 phases have the same phase as per the
conventional method, and if the method proposed by the
present disclosure is applied, the number of phase shifts in the
input current is 9 to have 54 pulses of 3*2*9, whereby a
current distortion phenomenon of a rectification circuit can be
reduced.

As apparent from the foregoing, the present disclosure uses
an input end multi-winding transformer in a new shape for
reduction of THD in input current when a cascaded H-bridge
medium voltage inverter is a 3-phase, 3-serial system.

The THD before input of the cascaded H-bridge medium
voltage inverter is influenced by the number of phase shifts of
input end multi-winding transformer, and the conventional
multi-winding transformer has the same number of phase
shifts as in the unit power cell for each phase.

The conventional input current THD characteristic can be
reduced to a 1~2% level, if applied to 3000V, 3300V, 4150V
cascaded H-bridge medium voltage multilevel inverter hav-
ing a relatively smaller number of unit power cells by chang-
ing a shape of a multi-winding transformer in the cascaded
H-bridge medium voltage inverter to allowing having the
number of entire unit power cell from the number of unit
power cells for each phase.

Although the present disclosure has been described in
detail with reference to the foregoing embodiments and
advantages, many alternatives, modifications, and variations
will be apparent to those skilled in the art within the metes and
bounds of the claims. Therefore, it should be understood that
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the above-described embodiments are not limited by any of
the details of the foregoing description, unless otherwise
specified, but rather should be construed broadly within the
scope as defined in the appended claims

What is claimed is:

1. A multilevel inverter, the multilevel inverter comprising:

a phase shift transformer configured to output a first volt-
age of predetermined phase by receiving AC input power
having a fixed frequency;

a plurality of serially-connected unit power cells config-
ured to output a second voltage having a predetermined
phase by receiving the first voltage from the phase shift
transformer; and

amaster controller configured to exchange data with a unit
power cell controller included in each of the plurality of
serially-connected unit power cells,

wherein the phase shift transformer is configured to
include a number of phase shifts corresponding to a
number of the plurality of serially-connected unit power
cells,

wherein an operation basic format for each of the plurality
of serially-connected unit power cells is transmitted
from the master controller to the corresponding unit
power cell controller via optical communication, the

20

6

operation basic format including an output voltage com-
mand and a synchronous signal, and
wherein information is transmitted from each unit power
cell controller to the master controller, the information
indicating at least an over-voltage, an under-voltage, an
arm short-circuit, a ground, an open fuse, a heat sink
overheat, abnormal hardware, an open phase of an out-
put of the corresponding unit power cell or an open
phase of an input of the corresponding unit power cell.
2. The inverter of claim 1, wherein:
the plurality of serially-connected unit power cells are
configured such that three unit power cells for each
phase are serially connected for 3-phase output; and
the phase shift transformer includes nine phase shifts, each
phase shift value being a difference of 60°/9.
3. The inverter of claim 2, wherein the phase values are
-27°,-20°, -13°, =7°, 0°, 7°, 13°, 20° and 27°.
4. The inverter of claim 1, wherein the second voltage is
3,000V, 3,300V or 4,150V.
5. The inverter of claim 1, wherein the plurality of serially-
connected unit power cells are arranged as a cascaded
H-bridge medium voltage multilevel inverter.
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